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H02 The Brooch of Lorne 

This dance spectacular includes  
T04 The Dirk Dance 

(see Mrs MacNab’s handwritten notes  
and Dance Descriptions)  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



H02 The Brooch of Lorne 
 

Description of The Brooch of Lorne by a former student 
In an extract from a Vancouver dance history by Rosemary Coupe, she writes: ‘Mavis 
Pickett, a former student of Mrs MacNab, describes the elaborate performance of a 
dance called The Brooch of Lorne honouring the brooch wrested from Robert the Bruce 
in 1306. It was designed to be seen from the balconies of the Seaforth Armoury, with 
the dancers making up a colossal Cairngorm brooch. The central ‘jewel,’ dancer Bill 
Elliot, enacted the spirit of Bruce in The Dirk Dance. Four more men were the ‘claws’ 
of the jewel, and surrounding them were concentric circles of ‘rubies,’ ‘emeralds,’ and 
‘sapphires’ wearing red, blue, and green caps respectively. First one circle and then 
another would dance around the jewel. Lines of other dancers, dressed in white and 
silver, radiated out from them. Such dances were more decorative than historical, but 
they were splendidly conceived.’  
 
Alternative description  
Dr Hugh Thurston simply describes this dance as: one dancer performs highland fling 
steps whilst scores of others circle round. 
Dr Hugh Thurston also in 1967 describes this dance in The Thistle no. 33  
A few of the "special dances" deserve comment. The Brooch of Lorne is a spectacular 
dance that was often the main theme in Mrs MacNab's annual concerts. The formation 
consists of concentric rings of dancers; in the very centre a male dancer in a yellow 
shirt represents the cairngorm in the brooch. 
 
Extract from Salute to the Clans Display Programme (date unknown) 
 

 








