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Preface

This booklet has been designed for teachers and dancers who hike and are
able 1o use the quick access o information provided by diagrams rather
than alwavs working through text,

The diagrams are not just “aide-memoires” but endeavour to present all the
salient points of ench dance, many of them quite long and complicated,
while at the same time condensing the information into a space which can
be be seen as a whole,

After their first publication by the RSCDS in the “Traditional Scottish
Dances” leaflet series. starting soon after World War [1, some dances
continued to evolve for a few vears while the vaguer details were somed out
in practice.  These diagrams, therefore, do not always necessanly maich
the printed instructions i the leaflets {or in the later two volumes of
“Scothsh Dances collected by Mary [sdale MacMab™ which came later and
largely followed the leaflets): nor do they represent later inferpretations, or
adaptations for specific demonstration purposes,

Instead, they are an attempt to represent as closely as possible the way the
original dances were usually danced after their intial settling-in penod.
which seemed (0 me to be a reasonable representation of the dance.

For this this task [ sought out dancers around the world who had long-
standing experience of the dances from earlier times, especially anv who
had been involved in the onginal classes and development at St Andrews
with Mary Machab and Jean Milligan.

Acknowledgement and grateful thanks are due and given to those who
responded to the cries for help, with outstanding assistance being provided
by Bill and Atzuko Clement and Mary bMurray.

Acknowledgement is also made of the original notation system of the
Pillings Committee, which is well known and understood and on which
basis these diagrams were developed.

My own role in deciding the form of the dance (as opposed to the technical
work of translating them into diagramatic form and preparing the images)
was purposely restricted to acting as impartial referee when the experts
disagreed,

© Angus Henry, December 2006
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